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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 153 


[Abstract:] In regard to reduction of Salary. 
Phila. July 26, 1888 


How. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent U.S. Mint 
Phila. Pa. 


Dear Sir 


In regards to the reduction of my salary I respectfully submit the following facts for your 
consideration and pray you pass judgement upon them as between man and man. 


When you assumed charge of the Institution the Chief Weigher was receiving $5.75 per 
day. The amount of work done by him at that time was on an average of $36,000 per day which 
was handled by the Chief Weigher then making a total of $108,000 per day. 


To day the Chief Weigher handles and is responsible for $106,000 which he handles nine 
times making a total of $954,000 in Silver which is a trifle less than a million dollars, and also 
handles minor, coin, which the former Chief Weigher did not handle. 


The rate of living is as great now as it was then, the amount of responsibility is greater as 
the amount handled is larger, the manual labor is more severe, as the amount handled is six time 
more. 


There are other employees in the Institution who receive more salary that have no 
responsibility, no labor attached to their positions, and are not required to give but one fifth the 
security. 


At the present rate of my wages the following receive more than I do, and assume little or 
no responsibility, Forman of Rolling Room, Forman of Coining Room, Asst. Weigher Garret and 
Baldwin Forman of Melting Room, and several Clerks in the Institution, also Mr. Cochran 
Weigher for Melter and Refiner with the Engraver and Boss Carpenter, some of the above give 
only one fifth the security I do and only superintend the work, which I do the manual labor, and 
assume the responsibility, I also find that we are handling nearly ten times as much money at the 
present time, as was handled from 1880 to 1886, besides I have to contribute to my party twice a 
year. This is an expense my predecessor did not have, the party expects it, and I willingly 
comply. 


Those are my reasons for asking you to continue my pay at the same rate as my 
predecessors, hoping you will give this your consideration. 


I am yours Respectfully, 
John M. Cormick 


